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We seek to share the joy of God’s love so that all might live with dignity and purpose.

Ash Wednesday
March 6 at 7:00pm

Americanah Book Conversation
March 11 at 7:00pm

Green Brunch
Sunday, March 10 following worship

Temp - ta - shun

Temptation. When was the last time you used the word (in one form or another). What were you
“tempted” to do? to say?

To tempt means, “to entice (someone) to commit an unwise or immoral act, especially by a
promise of reward.”

Sometimes the enticement is external: friends encouraging us to go ahead and order that éclair;
school mates egging us on to trip that kid coming down the hall; colleagues suggesting we ignore
that request from your incompetent boss. Sometimes the enticement is internal: a prompt from
our own eagerness to experience a thrill or to “get back at” someone, or satisfy an unhealthy
emotional hunger.

For centuries Christians have explained enticement by personifying it and naming it the Devil.
“The Devil tempted me to say that.” “It was the Devil who made me do that.”

The Devil is that voice we hear in our inner ear enticing us to this or that unwise or immoral
thing. It is the Devil who promises sweet rewards if we take Its advice. We'll like it; we'll be liked;
we'll be taking charge!

It’s nice to be able to think about an external force of some kind out there, evil in its heart, trying
to entice me to follow in its footsteps. I do believe in an external force of some kind out there
with evil in its heart. However, I have also come to believe that most of the time when I am
tempted, the prompting is coming from my own darker self; my own baser inclinations. And in
yielding, I'm usually left with the unsatisfying “reward” of guilt or disappointment.

The writer of Hebrews tells us that Jesus was “tempted in all things as we are.” (4:15) It's easy
for us to think Jesus’ time in the wilderness was an easy win for him...that he had no trouble
refuting Satan’s enticements. Not so. It was a grueling challenge.

Consider: Jesus had just been affirmed as the Son of God when John baptized him. He goes into
the wilderness with that Voice from heaven ringing in his ears, a Voice that set him apart from
all other human beings, HE was the Beloved of God. So, when it is suggested to him he turn stones
to bread, that he prove God’s agency by jumping from a tower, that he give his allegiance to the
Dark Promptings so that he could command all the kingdoms of the world, don’t be fooled for
one moment to think Jesus wasn’t REALLY tempted to do those things...to put to the test his
baptismal experience. Do not think for a moment that the temptation to experience his own
power wasn’t real. And that’s the crux of temptation. It’s the longing for something we deeply
desire; it's the enticement to power, to mastery, to the illusion of control: to Self.

Alas, Jesus calls us to a cross. To a death. To utter vulnerability. So when that inner voice shows
up offering excitement and affirmation and power, we would be wise to see it for what it is—a

hankering of our baser self. And we would be wise to shun it for the sake of that real Power—
the Power that brings strength out of weakness, life out of death.

Yours, in the fellowship of Christ,

£



WORSHIP & SPIRITUAL FORMATION

Folks, even if you don’t read the entire newsletter, please make a point to read
Bishop Elaine’s sermon that we’ve included at the end. She preached it prior to
the General Conference but it is even more significant now. For those of you
who receive the newsletter by mail, Bishops letter is available for pick-up, but
call if you want it mailed to you.

WORSHIP & SPIRITUAL FORMATION

This Year’s Lenten Study

will be a booklet of moving reflections written by some of the folks who attended Let’s Learn to
Talk About Race. This Lent, we are all invited to contemplate the origins of our ideas and
attitudes about race and to reflect on how those ideas and attitudes have informed our
relationship with others and what, if anything, might warrant a posture of repentance.

The Booklets will be available in the Narthex on Sundays and also upon request of the Church
Office (503-284-4647 office@fremontumc.org)

You're invited to deepen your spiritual life

Covenant Groups are a way fortify your spiritual life by joining a small group of individuals who
pray together and encourage one another in life's circumstances. The health and vitality of a
congregation directly correlates to the spiritual depth and vitality of its members. Participating
in one of these options will enrich you, and you will enrich the life of this faith community. Please
contact Joanne Poff if you would like to know more: jepoff@gmail.com

SERVICE & MISSION

From “They” To “We” UMCOR

is the United Methodist Committee on Relief, and
yet they are anything but atypical committee.
They are a program by the General Board of
Global Ministries taking action when disaster
strikes around the globe. We will be collecting a special offering for
UMCOR on March 31st. Our generosity as a church contributes to
the operating budget of UMCOR. This world-wide offering allows
UMCOR to funnel 100% of other donations received throughout
the year directly to relief efforts.

SERVICE & MISSION

To Allen for answering
an urgent call to
address a leak and to
Thom for arranging a
permanent fix for the

NE Emergency Food Program

Thank you to Beth Skillern, Tracy Bardell, Wiki Smith (and friend)
and 3 members from our new partner Grant Park Baptist
Church. Projections that January was slow because February SNAP

was distributed early in mid-January to help the eligible and that e
February would be busy did, in fact, play out. On Saturday, To David for leading
2/23/19, we helped 102 families (we average 65-80) which was such an engaging
still less busy that the 180 families the week before. Hopefully, study of the Book of

March will return SNAP benefits to its routine among the Acts.
eligible. On deck for helping on March 23rd are Laurel and Nathan
Cambell, Terry Dart, Allan & Tina Leschber & Marilyn Karr. Come
join us! Contact Jeff Michel 5095michel@gmail.com.

To Tanner for filling in
for Pastor Q on both
Feb 10 and 24
(one planned, one not)

NE Emergency Food Program Says “Thank You!”
Thank you to those of you who contributed 75# of peanut butter,

other food items, hygiene and dental products to help those in need
during the partial government shutdown. Our February volunteer
effort was busy and families cleared the shelves. The hygiene
items in particular are welcomed because the pantry cannot
purchase those from the Oregon Food Bank. Thanks!

To Marilyn, Claudia,
Sara, Les, Scott,
Suzanne W, Robbie
Ewing and David
Weber for serving a
wonderful meal to the
residents of Walnut
Park Shelter.

To everyone who
prayed for General
Conference—and who
will continue to pray
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FUN & FELLOWSHIP

Fremont’s Community Partners

Fremont UMC is a busy place! We have recently made a study of the building
use, so that we could better understand how we allocate space during the week.
Did you know that we have over 35 groups that regularly use our building?
Some are ‘internal’ to Fremont, such as Choir, Prayer Shawl, and Youth Group.
Others are what we consider our Community Partners; groups from the surrounding area that
reflect Fremont’s mission, vision and purpose, and who need a safe and accessible place to meet.

FUN & FELLOWSHIP

We would like to highlight one of our Community Partners each month, with a goal of
strengthening our connection and commitment to be generous stewards of our physical
building. These partnerships help us live out our spirit of mission, hospitality and inclusion.

Music Together began meeting in Portland many years ago, first using space at Fremont UMC
and Central Lutheran. Music Together has a philosophy that all children are musical, and that
participating in the joy of music from a young age strengthens families and learning. The Music
Together groups meet in two areas of our church; the narthex and the middle room on the lower
level. If you come to the church on many weekdays, you will find the happy sounds of children
and music echoing in our building.

In talking with the leaders of Portland’s Music Together, they say that Fremont has been a good
fit for their program because of Fremont's emphasis on community and family development.
Music Together has found that by using church spaces throughout the city, they are often able
to have classes at lower costs and extend their program to families in a broader range of
incomes. Portland has the highest participation for Music Together of any city in the US—1300
families! Fremont has a utility sharing agreement with Music Together that helps offset our
expenses for utilities. Music Together is a partnership that we can truly celebrate.

Fremont United Methodist Women

The United Methodist Women will hold their March meeting on Wednesday, March 20 at 10:00
am at Trina Leschber's, 4555 NE 74th Ave. The program will be a "Good Old-Fashioned Hymn
Sing", with Janet Orjala at the piano. All women are invited to attend. Contact Trina at 503-257-
9342 or aleschber@aol.com if you will be attending.

Stone Soup Meet and Eat

We are an inter-generational group of Fremonters and friends who enjoy a pot luck dinner and
fellowship one time per month. We are open to singles, families, young and old. Just fix a dish
to share and come at 5:30 PM. All supplies will be provided. We are usually done by 7:30 PM. For
more information you can contact Claudia Roberts at clarobb@juno.com. We would love to have
you join us. If driving is a problem, let us know and we can pick you up.

Next meeting: Saturday, March 16

Americanah

Everyone is invited to an event hosted by your Fremont UMC Book Group! On Monday evening,
March 11th at 7 pm, we hope many of you, plus friends and neighbors will join us at church as
we discuss Portland’s “Everybody Reads” choice for this year: Americanah, by Chimamanda
Ngozi Adiche. It is a National Bestseller by a highly acclaimed author. Copies and audio books
are readily available at Portland’s libraries.

This is a remarkable story of a Nigerian couple fleeing to the US and UK in search of a home. The
topics of immigration and racism are in our lives every day, so let us inform our experience and

hopefully better understand what other people are experiencing.

Please, put this event on your calendars now, and find a copy to read!
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Two or three people are needed to co-chair
Fremont’s 2019 Basement Sale

May 31, June 1 & 2.

After a number of years as Co-Chairs, Janet Orjala
and Paul Karr are stepping down. Janet will be
moving to Washington this spring to live with her
daughter and family. Paul will be traveling with
family and giving his back and feet a “summer -
break”.

Along with the Christmas Tree Sale and the Silent
Auction, the Basement Sale is a significant fund-raiser for Fremont as well as a much-anticipated
annual event for the neighborhood and the greater community.

No experience is required, but good organizational and communication skills are essential as
well as a willingness to have fun and work hard! With many years of experience, Janet and Paul
have kept, and will make available, good records and calendars of the process that begins as
early as mid-March with internal communication to church members and friends.

Janet has been responsible for: contacting and scheduling volunteers to work before, during and
after the sale; organizing and supervising the Book Room that also includes toys and children’s
items, arranging for dispersal of all items remaining after the sale and offering support in other
areas as needed.

Paul has been responsible for: internal and external publicity and communication; arranging for
storage space of items before the week of the sale; identifying, collecting, moving and storing
items from members and friends who are moving, downsizing etc. before the month of the sale;
overseeing the placement and pricing of items not included in the Book Room or Clothing Room
prior to the sale and assisting as needed during the days of the sale.

A third person, John Shapland, was indispensable last year in being “on-call” to assist Paul in
hauling, transporting and storing items prior to and during the sale. John won’t be available this
year either so a replacement for him is essential.

If you even THINK you MIGHT be interested in stepping into any part of this significant fund-
raising event Paul would love to hear from you. The sale is just three months away, so it'll be
here before we know it! Paul - 503-284-2802 paulwkarr@yahoo.com

Mark Your Calendar
For our annual Green Brunch, food, fellowship & fun fundraising for youth camp and retreats
Sunday, March 10 following worship.

Church and Parsonage Yard Beautification

It's that time of year to dust off those rakes, shovels, snippers, clippers and wheelbarrows! The
Trustees need your help to beautify, weed and in general clean up both the church and the
parsonage yards. Trustees will need extensive assistance in laying out yards of compost and
planting new plants and flowers. The church has some tools, but we are asking individuals to
bring their own tools (labeled) as well.

When: April 6 beginning at 9:00am

If gardening isn't your thing but you'd still like to take part, we're hoping to provide a simple
lunch for workers. There will be sign up sheets for various ways to participate (including
providing lunch!) by the coffee station after church starting in March. Please see John Shapland
or Thom Pickens with any questions you may have.

OTHER NEWS OF NOTE

Building Renovation Task Group meets Thursday, March 7 at 7pm in the Bob Nelson Room
Finance Committee meets Thursday, March 21 at 7pm in the Bob Nelson Room
Ministry Council meets on Thursday, March 28 at 7pm in the Bob Nelson Room.

FREMONT UMC MINISTRY TEAM

Ministers All the People

Pastor Linda Quanstrom
Director of Music Lynn Rognsvoog

Youth & Family Ministries Program Director Tanner Morton

Music Assistant Janet Orjala

Childcare Béatrice Kanyandekwe
Administrative Assistant Madalyn Bach
Bookkeeper Carol Hancock
Custodian Patricia Bailey

Office Hours: Monday 9:00am-5:00pm & Tues-Thursday 9:00am-1:00pm
Monday is the pastor’s scheduled day off.



1 Bishop Elaine JW Stanovsky

People were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them; and when the disciples saw it,
they sternly ordered them not to do it. But Jesus called for them and said, “Let the little children
come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly

I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.”
Luke 18:15-17 (NRSV)

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have
been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,
making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and
one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. But each of us was given

grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift.
Ephesians 4:1-7 (NRSV)

Reading the Bible

When it comes to the Bible, people make choices about how they listen to what they find there;
which stories they let shape and inform their lives, and which they let fade into the background
of timebound inscrutability.

Everybody who engages the Bible does this: brackets and underlines, and highlights, and writes
question marks in the margins. Thomas Jefferson even took a scalpel to cut out passages he
didn’t think belonged. People are looking for a biblical story to emerge that deserves to be called
“good news.” And when they go searching in the Bible, some passages speak to them, and others
they set aside. Who, for example, gets upset about wearing clothes made out of blended fabrics
anymore? But the Bible says, NO! We just don’t pay attention.

There’s all kinds of stuff in the Bible: invasion, war, and rape. Murder and betrayal. Wickedness,
treachery, revenge, enslavement, bigotry, kidnapping, sexism, incest, as well as kindness, justice,
healing, hospitality.

God and God’s people have seen it all. And they have told the stories—good and bad—from
generation to generation, until they wrote them out and collected them in what became our
bible. And it’s so thick and has so many stories, you can find almost any message there.

If you open your Bible looking for a straight and narrow way of life with rewards for good
behavior, and punishments for bad behavior, you can find it.

If you are looking to justify your sense that you deserve to possess what is not rightfully yours,
you can find that justification in the Bible.

If you are looking for God’s condemnation of a world of “total depravity,” where people are
powerless to resist evil and seek good, you can find that there, in the Bible.

And, if you are looking for a way of life that offers, a path of peace and joy, a light in the darkness,
you can find that there, too. It’s in the Bible.

The challenge for people like you and me is to find the Good News in the Bible. When we find
that, we can let the rest recede into the background—at least for the moment.

When you're reading your Bible, you’ll notice that when people of faith hear bad news, they keep
listening, because the bad news is never the final word. In the Bible, there is no judgment
without forgiveness. Even a cold stone tomb cannot contain the life given and tended by a
generous God. When people of faith hear bad news, they keep listening—there’s always Good

News coming.



So, as [ enter February, the special session of the General Conference looms large, when United
Methodists will decide whether we will continue as one church or split apart, I'm looking for
some Good News to carry us through. And I think I've found some. So, I want to share a few
nuggets that I think the Holy Spirit made sure were buried in there for us to uncover.

Nugget #1 - All Means All - Luke 18:15-17

Some leaders in our Church are asserting that homosexuality is a sin, and that people who
choose a life of sin should not be fully accepted in the Church. Their marriages should not be
recognized. Their calling and gifts should not be recognized and put to work in ordination. And
people who allow these things should be punished. No, expelled. That's what’s before us. A
proposal not only to ban same-sex wedding in our churches and performed by our clergy, and
to ban ordination of LGBTQ people, but a requirement that leaders sign a pledge to obey and a
promise to punish people who don’t obey. It is a desperate attempt to define once and for all
who is “inside” and who is “out” (no pun intended). They have a few, brief Bible passages to
support their position.

But in the Bible, in the “good news” section of the Bible, Jesus said, “Let the little children come
to me, and do not stop them...” It doesn’t say let the good little children come to me. The well-
behaved little children. The little children who do what they are told, who keep quiet, who pay
attention, who sit still, who play by the rules. He gives a broad instruction: let them come. Do not
stop them. There is no need to say “all” the children.

And what about the birds of the air? Jesus says, that the smallest seed grows to a tree, so large
that the birds of the air come to make nests in its branches. The smallest of seeds—not the
biggest, not the best, not the most fertile of seed—produces a tree of life, where the birds of the
air—not the fastest, or the birds with the nicest song, or with the most exotic feathers. No, the
birds of the air—whatever bird flutters by. Whatever bird is looking for a place to land, to build
a nest. A small seed provides shelter to the birds of the air. All of them.

And the Bible doesn’t stop with children and seeds and birds. The Bible makes room for all kinds
of people, too. Some Christians read the Bible looking for a purity code that defines who is
acceptable and who is not. But the Bible breaks every exclusive barrier. Remember Jesus? He
invites tax collectors, a woman with a flow of blood, a lame man, a blind man, raving lunatics,
lepers, women of questionable reputation, people on their death beds, Samaritans—back in the
day, before Jesus showed us that Samaritans could be good, they were the hated, despised,
impure, foreign. A Roman military commander, an Ethiopian Eunuch.

In the gospel of Matthew, Jesus says, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest.”

And in the final words of the Bible, we read this:

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”
And let everyone who hears say, “Come.”
And let everyone who is thirsty come.

Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.
Revelation 22: 17

[ guess that’s why I'm a Methodist. We do not teach that creation is utterly depraved. We teach
that human beings can be partners with God in sharing a good word. We teach that God reaches
out to us in every circumstance and guides us into the way of peace. We teach that there’s a
wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea. We teach and believe—and we find it in
the Bible—that God has embedded in every child, bird, searching soul the good intention of the
Creator, and that Christ reaches out with an open hand, and a warm invitation to each one and
everyone, and that the Holy Spirit invites us to look for Christ’s presence in each one we meet,
looking for the gift they bring. In this way, God works in us and through us, to guide us toward
loving with a perfect love. To be made perfect in love in this life.

Children. Seeds. Birds. All kinds of doubtful people. God in Jesus embraces them all. What'’s next?
What about creation? In Genesis, we hear of God’s mighty acts of creation out of a void: the
heavens, earth, light, dry land, seas. Plants bearing seeds and fruit. Sun and moon to rule the day
and the night. “Swarms of living creatures,” sea monsters, winged birds. Land animals: cattle,
creeping things, wild animals. Finally, human beings in God’s own image. And after all that
creative activity, the Bible reports that God sat back and looked at all of creation, and said, “Now
THAT is very good.”



How much did God say was good? Everything. Everyone. Anyone.
All means all.

Nugget #2 - One Means One - Ephesians 4:1-7

How does one baptized Christian say to another baptized Christian, you do not belong? You don'’t
qualify. Your experience of God’s love doesn’t count, because you are flawed. How does one
baptized Christian get the authority to make this judgment against another?

[ was taught that baptism makes God’s family our family. That in baptism, we don’t get to choose
who our siblings are—God gives them to us. Does that mean we don’t all need to grow in God'’s
love? Does it mean we don’t sin? No. It just means we are invited and expected to stay in
relationship with one another as we take our walk with Jesus. And our privilege, our joy, is to
gather around the Communion Table of Grace to discover how God is working in one another’s’
lives, to receive each other as God’s good gifts, and to try to find a way to live together in peace.
[ was taught that eating at the table is a means of grace. That as we know each other, and care
for each other, and challenge each other, it is Christ at work in us, shaping us in the image of our
Creator.

In the midst of the controversy in the early church about what was necessary for a person to be
a member of the family of Jesus, Paul writes:

But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known... This
righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference
between Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus... Where, then, is
boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that requires works? No, because of the
law that requires faith ... is God the God of Jews only? Is God not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of
Gentiles too, since there is only one God, who will justify the circumcised by faith and the
uncircumcised through that same faith. Rom 3: 21-30, selections

And so we find in Romans and in Ephesians, Paul trying to help Jewish Christians and
Gentile/Greek Christians find the common humanity that they share. He is trying to help them
reclaim the unity that God gave in creation, when he says, “I beg you . .. to maintain the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, just as you were called to the
one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and [Parent] of all, who
is above all and through all and in all.”

Paul is trying to call us back to the unity in God that has the power to hold EVERYONE together,
despite how fragmented humankind had become. The early Church was searching for the unity
that was deeper than their differences. Isn’t that what we are doing today? Only our issues aren’t
between Jews and Gentiles; circumcised and uncircumcised. The issues of who belongs in The
United Methodist Church in 2019 are about sexual orientation and gender identity.

Well, I've sat at table with too many LGBTQ siblings; been shown the love and grace of Jesus
Christ in their lives; seen Christ’s face in their faces—your faces—to be able to say it can’t be; it’s
unclean; you are unworthy.

One means one. My baptism is no better than yours. My life experience is no better than yours.
If I'm in, you are in. We’re stuck with each other. This is God’s gift!

Nugget #3 - Some means None - Hebrews 11

The Book of Hebrews in the Bible gives a long and glorious recitation of the mighty acts of God
in the lives of generations of the heroes of the faith. And toward the end, it gets pretty close to
ecstatic utterance:

By faith ... people passed through the Red Sea ... the walls of Jericho fell ... Rahab did not perish
... And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah,
of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered
justice, ... shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won
strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received
their dead... Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They
were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in
[animal] skins, destitute, persecuted, tormented—of whom the world was not worthy... Yet all
these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, since



God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect.
Hebrews 11:29-40, selections

Can you believe it? That God would hold back the rewards of the righteous, warriors and saints
of the faith, “so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect.” Well... I guess we’re in this
together. God’s promises can'’t be fulfilled for just some. Nobody can enter God’s glory until and
unless we all enter together and we’re not ready yet.

If I refuse to sit at the table next to a brother in Christ. If I refuse to receive the bread and the cup
from the hands of a sister in Christ, [ do violence to the body of Christ. We cannot grow in grace
cut off from one another. We need each other to grow. We need each other for wholeness. Some
means none. One means all.

That's why [ hope the special session of General Conference will adopt the One Church Plan. Not
because it adequately embraces the fullness of God’s mercy as I understand it. But because it
creates space for United Methodists who profoundly disagree with each other to stay in the same
family, at the same table, and practice ministry as their faith leads them, while we continue our
journey of faith together. It allows Seattle First UMC to host weddings between two people of
the same sex and for LGBTQ clergy to serve in ministry. But it does not force clergy in the
Democratic Republic of Congo to do so. I think God likes creative tension. It's where the Holy
Spirit flutters and broods.

And yet, I know that one person’s creative tension is another’s burden. And so, I want to tell you
a story.

A Hopeful Story

In the Council of Bishops, when the bishops from the U.S., Europe, Africa, and the Philippines
were sitting around tables trying to have this important difficult conversation among ourselves,
at one point an African brother bishop I know well says, our concerns about sexuality in Africa
are very different from yours in America and Europe. He continued to explain (paraphrasing):
“In our churches, if a man comes to be baptized, and he has several wives, and they each have
children, it does great harm if we ask him to renounce all but one wife and leave the others with
their children destitute. You don’t have much to teach us about how to cope with this concern.
This is a generational issue for us. We must teach the next generation while welcoming this man
and his whole family... Maybe we don’t have much to teach you about homosexuality.”

My friends, where else could that conversation occur, except at the table where God has invited
us all to gather? In that story is great hope that God’s children can learn from one another and
from our very different life experiences. And if we don’t have to tear apart from one another
every time we understand God’s will for creation differently, we might learn to leave space for
more learning, more growth, more grace.

Please pray for our Church, all its leaders and that a way may open before us upon which we can
travel in the love of God, the grace of Jesus Christ, and the communion of the Holy Spirit. I pray
for you.

This is an uncertain time, but on the morning after General Conference, there will still be people
who look to the Church to be God’s agents of grace and hospitality. There will still be people who
need a good meal and fellowship. People will still languish in hospitals, and under bridges, and
in loneliness. And God will still be looking and saying—these are good. They are my good
children. There’s work to be done, but it is good work.

And together, the churches of the Greater Northwest will continue to follow God in faithfulness
and service. Listen for the Good News. The story’s being written. With God’s help, we will help
to write it.



