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December 2020 Newsletter

As a reconciling congregation Fremont UMC affirms without equivocation that
all human beings, having been created in God’s image and having received the

breath and grace of God, are God’s children.

Sexual orientation or gender identity have no bearing on one’s status as
a beloved child of God. Our LGBTQI+ siblings are welcomed, affirmed,

and fully embraced in this faith community.

We are a church that embodies love and relentless unapologetic
pursuit of equity and social justice.

Upcoming Events

Family Advent Festival
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December 5th 10am - 1pm @FremontUMC

Book Club Meeting
January 11th at 7 pm via ZOOM

Fremont UMC Women Meeting
December 16th at 10 am via ZOOM

Christmas Tree Sales
November 28th - December 13th

Pastor's Greeting
Greetings, Fremont Family:

Thanksgiving is over, but I find myself still brimming with gratitude.
November was an amazing month at Fremont, and I continue to give thanks
for all of you. First, we had an incredibly successful Annual Stewardship
Campaign. Thank you to everyone who turned in pledges for 2021. Your
increased financial commitments mean that we can anticipate another
wonderful year of ministry with confidence and renewed vision. 2020 has been
a difficult year, to say the least, yet you continue to be faithful beyond measure.
Thank you!
            Second, we had a flawless Charge Conference on November 19. Our
District Superintendent (and Fremont native son), Rev. Tim Overton-Harris
commended us not only on leading a dynamic Action Assembly on
“Dismantling Racism” on November 4 for the Columbia District, he also
celebrated our creativity and perseverance in this time of COVID-19. As your
pastor, I was very proud of our testimony of leadership and life. I owe a special
word of gratitude to the Committee Chairpersons, Kathy Elliott-Ministry
Council, Joanne Poff-SPRC, and John Shapland and Mary Knocke-Trustees,
who diligently completed the required paperwork. Thank you!
            Finally, as November progressed, we anticipated the beginning of
another year of Christmas Tree sales. This year, however, many things would
need to be different. Without the tireless efforts of a core team of leaders at
Fremont, we simply could not have managed. Early on, the team made some
courageous decisions so that we could be sure to keep volunteers and
neighbors safe, including doing Christmas Tree Pre-sales for the first time ever
to reduce crowds. We also introduced new technology so that we could process
credit card sales. Important COVID protocols were developed, and the hard
work by many definitely paid off! This past weekend, we had record sales.  The
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team deserves overwhelming praise, and everyone who volunteers this year
does as well. Thank you!
            As the Advent season begins, let us rejoice that one of the central images
of this season is Emmanuel, “God With Us.” Our loving God does not stay far
off, but rather draws near. In Jesus, God is born into our dark days and takes
up our fragile humanity reminding us that we are never alone. You have been
and continue to be a sign of Emmanuel, “God With Us,” to me, and I give God
thanks for you as we look forward to celebrating a blessed Advent and a joyous
Christmas Eve together this year.
            Grace and peace, Pastor Erin

Worship & Spiritual Formation
Daily advent devotionals are being
posted on our website blog.
Click the link below to check them
out.
https://www.fremontumc.org/blog/

https://www.fremontumc.org/blog/
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Are you interested in a daily
devotional? Cokesbury, the United Methodist
Publishing house, puts out the Upper Room
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Disciplines each year. Each day's devotion has a
lectionary based scripture passage, an author's
reflection and a prayer. Each week's readings are
written by a different author, many of whom are
leading Christian thinkers of our time. Trina
Leschber will order books for those who are
interested. Contact her at 503-257-9342
or aleschber@aol.com. Prices are $10.49 for
paperback, $12.79 for large print and $9.99 for
ebook. With a bulk order the price may change.
Trina will be ordering the books on Dec. 11th for
those interested.

Service & Mission
"Christmas Day Giving update"

We are planning to deliver our Christmas Day goodies to our brothers and
sisters that need a little extra help this year. The container to receive your items
has been relocated near the office door. Socks, Gloves and Hats are the
focus. We will meet the week of the 20th to assemble the bags. The date in the
past has been Christmas Eve about noon but this year may be different so stay
tuned. I will confirm the date and it will be announced in our worship service
soon. Thank you in advance for your generosity. This is a different time for all
of us so do what you can. Prayers are a precious gift for our siblings in Christ
too.
 
Blessings,
Trudy

Thank you to all who so promptly and generously responded to the recent
Stewardship Campaign, “Moving Forward in Faith.”  In this unprecedented

mailto:aleschber@aol.com
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time of turmoil and uncertainty, your pledge – every pledge - is a “vote” in
favor of Fremont UMC continuing to move forward in faith, in spite of the
many challenges and obstacles we face.  Because of your faithful commitment,
our ministry, not only to those in our congregation, but to those in our greater
community, will continue to flourish in the present and be poised to embrace
opportunities that await us in the future.
  
As of November 23,71% percent of you who pledged for 2020, pledged again
this year. And among those, 46% increased their pledge over last year bringing
us to within 17% of the total amount pledged in 2020! The Consecration of
Pledges on Sunday, November 15 concluded the three-week campaign, but it
doesn’t mean the Campaign is over. 

It’s Not Too Late to offer your financial pledge to Fremont UMC for
2021.  Your Finance Committee meets in a number of weeks to establish the
annual budget for the year.  Having all pledges in before then gives us a clear
picture of the funds we can expect to receive throughout the year, enabling us
to budget accordingly.  To offer your pledge, please return the one you received
by letter in early November or contact Madalyn in the church office at 503-
284-4647 or office@fremontumc.org. to receive a pledge form. 
 
We don’t know what the future will bring, but we do know that today – in this
moment in time – we, as a faith community led by God’s grace and lavish love,
have declared we are “Moving Forward in Faith”.

With gratitude,
Robert Greaves & Paul Karr, Stewardship Co-Chairs

Fun & Fellowship



12/1/20, 10'56 AM

Page 7 of 11about:blank

Trees, Wreaths and Fellowship

In a year when almost everything seems different, we can be thankful that one
Fremont tradition will continue…hosting a Christmas tree sale for the
community.  We have heard from many people that buying a tree from
Fremont was a special holiday tradition, and we know that many friendships
have been formed during volunteer shifts on the lot.  The sale raises needed
funds that we depend on for the church’s budget.  We will again gift the NE
Emergency Food Program with a portion of the profits. 

This year,  we were especially fortunate that Pedro Munoz, our longtime  tree
supplier, was able to procure trees, even with the devastating forest fires in
September.   A small team of Fremonters has been meeting to develop new
procedures to keep everyone, volunteers and customers, safe during the
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pandemic.  We have reduced hours this year;  Monday-Friday 3-6, Saturday 9-
6, and Sunday 12-6 starting November 28.  Thanks in advance to all the
volunteers who will take part in the sale, and who do so much to organize.   Be
sure to drop by the lot at Fremont to buy a tree and thank a volunteer!   

Book Club
Hello Readers.

Allison Martin recommended Peace Like A
River, by Leif Enger. Those at our last book
discussion looked it up and were excited to
see the description and reviews. Its a
remarkable story of a families journey in
Minnesota in the 1960s. It was chosen 2002
Book of the Year by several sources. Read it
and join the discussion on January 11th at 7
pm. We still need some other ideas for 2021.
We usually read Portland's Everybody Reads
book in March or May. You can always
contact Suzanne Wardenaar
(wardenaar@msn.com or 971-570-7893) to
be added to the Zoom list.

Keep reading!

United Methodist Women

The UMW will meet via Zoom on Wednesday, Dec. 16 at 10:00. The program
will be the second chapter of Finding Peace in an Anxious World. All women of
the church are invited to attend. Please contact Trina Leschber for more info,
503-257-9342 or aleschber@aol.com.

How to Stay Connected
Log-in instructions for our virtual Sunday Worship Services
Click https://zoom.us/j/429790924
Enter Meeting ID: 429 790 924
OR, choose a phone number to call to LISTEN-ONLY:
+1 312 626 6799
+1 346 248 7799
+1 646 558 8656
+1 669 900 9128

mailto:wardenaar@msn.com
mailto:aleschber@aol.com
https://zoom.us/j/429790924
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+1 253 215 8782
+1 301 715 8592
then, enter the Meeting ID: 429 790 924
 
Log-in instructions for our virtual Wednesday Night Prayer Service
click   https://zoom.us/j/752185399
Enter Meeting ID: 752 185 399
OR, choose a phone number to call to LISTEN-ONLY:
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US
+1 301 715 8592 US
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
then, enter the Meeting ID: 752 185 399
 
There’s help
If you have questions about how this works or problems connecting, you can
send an email help@fremontumc.org. Now this email is not an all-purpose
help line, it is for issues relating to the ZOOM feature we are using to conduct
these services and other gatherings. Randy Poff will respond to you as quickly
as he can to help you out.

“Like” FUMC on Facebook & share a story
If you like us, please “like” and follow our Facebook page. This helps people
find us. Also, share our posts with your friends! And one last thing: If you
would write a review for us on our page, it also helps people find us. Thank you.

Thank You!

https://zoom.us/j/752185399
mailto:help@fremontumc.org
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During this week of gratitude, I wanted to let you know just how much your
support of our learning pod has meant to us all! We were welcomed so
generously into the space and it is such a perfect fit. Every day I walk in to that
beautiful room, I feel so thankful. Please pass this note on to all the other
people behind the scenes who helped make this possible for us!!
 
Warmly,
Nancy

FREMONT UMC MINISTRY
Ministers

All the People
Pastor

Rev. Erin Martin
Family Ministry Associate

Ashley Brassea
Director of Music

Lynn Rognsvoog
Music Assistant
Jonathan Roberts

Childcare
Béatrice Kanyandekwe

Youth Ministry / Communication
Jocelyn Hart
Bookkeeper
Carol Hancock

Custodian
Patricia Bailey
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Office Hours
Monday-Thurs 10:00-3:00

(Monday is the pastor’s scheduled day off)
Friday: Closed 
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